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escheats which I had in my hands, which was granted me ; but Sir William Coventry, then one of the Commissioners of the Treasury, persuading me rather to stay for something more considerable, made me lose it. By the best computation I could make I got not clear by being high sheriff above 300/.1
My poor mother, who continued to have her health very ill at Beverley, came this year early to Thrybcrgh, where I received her with that respect and kindness due to so discreet and careful a parent as she had been (in all things but her second marriage).
1 A letter of Reresby to Joseph Williams on, preserved among the Stato papers in the Public Record Office, gives a somewhat different account of this business. The following is a literal copy of it : —
TimiBERGic, September 28th, '07.
Sir, — The experience of yr kindenesse tbes many years that I have had the Plonour to be knowne to you, encourageth me to bog- one expression of it more, in interceading for me to my Lord Arlington in a Business®, •wherein though I should much desire to succeed I shall noo wayos insist upon farther than yr own discretion shall thinke fitt to proceodo : Sr it is this : When. I petitioned y° King to be sheriff of this county, ITo was pleased to grant it in some measure as a Compensation for thos IOHHOS my family had susteined In his maiestios and his father's sorvico. Bui; the thruth is, y° poverty of the country, y° lato war, and especially that allumpt upon Chatham iust upon yn preparation of procosso for our AaHiscos (which is our chiefe time of Harvest) have put soo great a stop to all Buainnflso and consequently to our profitt, that it hath rather boon a LOHHO then an advantage this year. Now that we have peace I sopposo ye following may be better. I should therefore desire of you (if you thinko it convonioJit) to moove my Lord Arlington to use his Interest with his Maiostio that I may be continued another year, assuring his Lordship, that I shall, uso my utmost endeavour for his Maiesties service, as I hope nuno can objoct but I hnvo done for y° time past: what I asko is custunmry; my predecessor had. it tw"b years together and to my knowledge it was granted him a sooond fur not having made a benelitt of it y° first. Sr If this succeed yw will giro me leave to present yu with a Hundred pieces en part of my no.knowlodgti-ments, this being the least that is duo to yu both by y" ruloa of good Husbandry, and iustice, since my own Coniming up to sollicitt it must necessarily proove of greater expence to Sr.
Yr obliged and most humblo servant, J.
Be pleased not to take notice of y" contents of this to y" Bearer, but to lett me know yr sense thereoff at yr best leisure in three lines.